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us to take up such activities are many: obviously, it is
not the taste itself that supplies the motive ; for the taste
is acquired in the course of practising the particular
activity. And the decisive fact seems to be that, when
the original motive (such as the desire to make friends
or acquaintances, or to establish oneself In a social set,
or to benefit one's health, or to distinguish oneself, or to
avoid boredom) falls away, the taste that has been
acquired may lie latent indefinitely and, perhaps, fade
gradually away. We see a similar state of affairs in the
case of tastes acquired in the service of more serious
motives, such as the tastes acquired in the course of
exercising professional skill. The surgeon or the dentist
or the professional player of games may acquire a positive
taste for the exercise of this or that form of skill; and
yet, if and when he no longer is moved by the desire to
earn his living, having perhaps inherited a fortune, he
may be well content to take up some other mode of life
and to cease to indulge that particular taste.

Finally, let us note that when strong tastes are de-
veloped in the service of a strong sentiment, the system
of the sentiment becomes consolidated and of corre-
spondingly increased power, efficiency, and stability. The
mother who has a strong love for her children, but is
inefficient and unsuccessful in her efforts to control and
educate them, and generally to promote their welfare, will
be apt to find all such activities a burden and even to
acquire positive distaste for them. It is such persons
that bring sentiments into disrepute; so that we speak
of them disparagingly as mere creatures of sentiment.
Whereas the mother who acquires tastes for these forms
of activity will find her happiness in the exercise of them ;
for they enable and promote the effective operation of
the motives springing from her maternal sentiment
Similarly, the patriot who has found no ways in which
he can serve his country and has acquired no tastes for
such activities remains a somewhat pathetic figure, even
if not justly an object of derision. But, in the patriot who
has found ways of effectively serving his country and las
acquired strong tastes for such activities, the patriotic